Harwood Women’s Section
Minutes of the Women’s Committee Meeting held on 2nd June 2025
Present: 	Captain 		     Kate Knox		                                         
 President		     Janet Ayres
Immediate Past Captain   Helen Radcliffe
Secretary		     Eileen Beeney
Treasurer		     Anne Oakes
Competition Secretary.     Gillian Crofts
			Carol Brooking, Lesley Hardman, Elaine Henderson

	
	
	Action

	1. Welcome
	Captain welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	

	2. Apologies
	Sue Manning

	

	3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	Proposed as a correct record by HR and seconded by JA.
	

	4. Matters Arising:

	
	

	(a) Website review
	The updated Aims & Procedures, Competition Rules and Lightning Policy have been uploaded.
	

	(b) Taster  Update
	CB reported that this is the final week of coaching. 6 women have signed on until the end of July. As 3 are workers, extra TUAL sessions will be needed. More helpers would be useful.
Agreed other new members should be invited to the WhatsApp group so they can be welcomed by all.
	


	(c) Driving Girls Golf
	CB has been working hard on this venture. 7 girls from Canon Slade have attended the coaching sessions and are keen. CB will give small medals at the end of their course.
Funding of £150 from Bolton School Sports will provide coaching for 12 Year 6 pupils from 3 local primary schools, starting in September. Three Monday afternoon sessions are planned. ‘Try Golf’ clubs are available.
A development path will be needed for all these girls, and volunteers to help run it.
Information will be posted on social media.
	


CB

	(d) Dress Code
	Using the list from LH, the Hindley Hall dress code and the induction document as a basis, KK has a suggested dress code that can be used for the induction pack and the website. There was considerable discussion about the need for smart attire on the course and what might be discouraged. (see appendix)
Once ratified this will be emailed to all female players.
	




	(e) Bolton Championships
	Entries have been submitted.
	

	(f) Women’s Boards
	Meeting of working group will be held next week.
	KK

	5. Treasurer’s Report 
	The opening bank balance for April was £2,445.62 with the cash in hand amounting to £268.85 making the total monies £2,714.47.
The income shown on the accounts for April was £1,600 which was made up of income for a Rule book, 19 x May Open entries, 20 x Bolton Championships entries, Golf Birdie commission, May Open Raffle and Easter Egg competition entries and raffle.
The expenditure for May totalled £233.78 which was for Bank charges, payment for refreshments for the 125 competition and Bolton Championship entries.
Total assets amounted to £4,080.69 with the Net Assets amounting to £2,996.94 after taking into account the ringfenced money of £137 for donations for Wendy Howard, £185 for May Open Raffle, £300 for Easter Egg competition entries and raffle, £20 balance for the Away Day to pay for remaining prizes, £405 for May Open prizes and £36.75 May Open expenses.
KK said the ‘Big Give’ dates are 8th June and a day in November. She will donate the raffle money amount (£300) then, and claim it from the ladies’ section.
HR said arrangements have been made for W. Howard’s tree to be planted. The remaining money to be used for a plaque “In loving memory of Wendy Howard, a longstanding member and loyal supporter of the Ladies’ Section. Sadly missed.” CB to enquire re plaque.
	




















CB

	6. Competition Secretary’s Report
	The Handicap and Bronze Teams have had mixed success facing some tough opposition. Many matches have been very close. Both teams will be playing in the next few weeks. 
125 Trophy Team are playing in the next round on June 28th at home against Westhoughton. The team is confirmed, and tee times are arranged.
Sue Manning represented Harwood in The Race to Woodhall Spa at Morecambe. The weather was once again sunny and there was some very good golf played by both women and men golfers. Sue finished half way down the field with 31 points. Her playing partner scoring 41 was the overall winner. 
Scott Leggatt Qualifiers: Eileen Beeney, Dianne Cooper.
Aussie Spoons Qualifiers: Toni Sweeney and Pat Doherty.
Trophy Medal Winners: L Hardman Nett 64; 2nd G Crofts Nett 66; 3rd R Towler Nett 69
Amelia Taylor qualified to play in the the Challenge Plate Competition at St Annes Old Links, losing her first match 2/1.
As we go into June, the next rounds of The Women’s singles, foursomes, and mixed knockouts are to be played. 
Presentations:
Wed 28th May saw the first of our presentation evenings for this season with the Captain of Women’s Section Prize.
Overall Winner Dianne Cooper Nett 136.
Runner Up Gillian Crofts Nett 141.
R1 Winner Karen Dowling Nett 67.
R2 Winner Marion Anderson Nett 64.
The next presentation evening will be on Wednesday June 11th President of Women’s Section Prizes. There will be an 18 hole and a 9 hole Stableford Competition, plus ‘nearest the pin’.
Other notes:
Going forwards Helen Radcliffe has kindly agreed to take on the Assistant Competition Secretary role. Helen has already been helping with closing the competitions and supported the Captain’s presentation evening. Thank you to Helen, who is already very supportive and doing a great job.
JA noted a possible issue with the tee time for the 9 hole comp.
Agreed that GC would write a letter to inform all members of this development, and that competition results would be published a day after the comp.
	








































GC

	7. Competition Accounts and Surplus
	Entry fees from the officials’ competitions provide a surplus estimated to be about £450. The value of prizes so far has been 1st prize: 50%; 2nd prize 30%; 3rd prize 20% of entry fees. This will continue for standard Stableford and medal competitions, but be kept under review. Agreed that for Board prizes the minimum value of prizes would be £50, £30 and £20. If entry fees added up to a greater amount, the percentage split would be as above. 
Other ideas to be discussed further are: carrying forward an amount to the following season; giving recognition to those who support the competitions but don’t win prizes; the possibility of divisions with prizes in each division.
	








GC/HR

	8. Wording of Competition Rule 1
	EB requested a discussion about the allocation of prizes for Board competitions. The rule had originally been intended to ensure that first prize went to a player with a fairly reliable handicap, but not to exclude others from winning a prize. Agreed to amend the rule wording to: ‘The handicap limit for all competitions is 54. Only players who have submitted 20 scores to WHS in order to receive a fully developed handicap AND played in a minimum of 2 competitions in that year are able to win first prize in a Board competition, the Women’s Championship and the Nicholson Trophy or to enter the Women’s Knockout Competitions.’
	

	9. Report from Management
	A quiz night is to be held on 21st June. More women would be welcome to take on management roles within the club.
Officials are to be kept informed about any issues with juniors playing at the weekend.
EB asked if the management committee had taken any action on the Gender and Fairness Policy. KK to enquire further though the recent high court ruling have had an effect on the need for a policy.
	



KK

	10. Charity Ideas
	Discussion postponed to next meeting.
	CB

	11. AOB
	1. Picnic : EH will set up a WhatsApp group. The Pro at the venue will do score cards and competition results if given the CDH numbers. Agreed to add £7 for bacon butties and drink on arrival to the ‘balance payable’ amount
	EH

	12. Date of Next Meeting
	Monday 7th July at 7.00 p.m.

	









APPENDIX

Dress Code

Golf is a sport that requires freedom of movement so your choice of clothing should be easy to move in and add safety on the course.

We recommend:
· Polo shirts with a collar/mock collar
· Trousers
· Shorts
· Skorts
· Golf dresses
· Golf shoes
· Cap/hat
· Waterproof jacket and trousers
· Waterproof shoes/boots are advised for winter / wet weather

A wide range of golf brands is available, but non-branded items are acceptable. 
(Gym wear such as crop tops and leggings is not acceptable.)


