Harwood Women’s Section
Minutes of the Women’s Committee Meeting held on 7th July 2025
Present: 	Captain 		     Kate Knox		                                         
 President		     Janet Ayres
Immediate Past Captain   Helen Radcliffe
Secretary		     Eileen Beeney
Treasurer		     Anne Oakes
Competition Secretary.     Gillian Crofts
			Carol Brooking, Elaine Henderson, Sue Manning

	
	
	Action

	1. Welcome
	Captain welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	

	2. Apologies
	Lesley Hardman

	

	3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	Proposed as a correct record by GC and seconded by HR.
	

	4. Matters Arising:

	
	

	(a) Taster  Update
	CB reported that all the tasters who signed up have been attending the Thursday evening sessions plus A. Entwistle. They have the option of joining for the remainder of the year with a proposed fee of £500. KK has information from Breightmet that their new players could have friendly games with Harwood’ s new members. She will explore further.
	




    KK

	(b) Driving Girls Golf
	4 girls (and possibly one mother) intend to join the club after receiving the free sessions. Dale is offering 6 sessions in his academy for £35. EB to send CB information about Lancashire support for girls at Hart Common.
The Bolton School Sports funded sessions for Year 6 pupils from 3 local primary schools will be held on 15th, 22nd and 29th September from 1.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. A further £250 is available to give support to the girls who want to continue and join the club. 
Information about the work with the girls has been posted on social media, and CB has some specially designed HGC brooches to give them.
	


EB

	(c) Honours Boards
	KK said the working group has met and suggest that the boards remain until they are full. There is going to be a media wall, so some of the pictures will be moved. There will be space to put up a sign indicating the change of titles as of 2025.
	

	(d) Dress Code
	KK has amended the induction information with the revised dress code and passed it to JA. Once the content has been agreed we can look at how to improve the presentation.
	




	5. Correspondence
	a) Sue Richardson has sent the draft script for the annual dinner, with a request for guidance about the various female officials’ titles etc. The officials want to use the titles as given to the management committee e.g. Captain of the Women’s Section. EB pointed out that this suggests that the female officials are no longer officials for the whole club. There was a lengthy discussion about this.
b) Information about the Challenge Bowl has been received and circulated. JA will send off the entries.
	   EB

	6. Treasurer’s Report
	The opening bank balance for June was £3,595.62 with the cash in hand amounting to £485.07 making the total monies £4,080.69.
The income shown on the accounts for June was £4,339 which was made up of income from a donation, payments for the Picnic and payments for Captain`s Invitation Day.
The expenditure for June totalled £871.02 for Bank Charges, May Open prizes and sundries for May Open, Raffle tickets, Cherry Tree (for Wendy Howard), Refreshments for Handicap and Bronze teams and payment to Battens Charity.
Total assets amounted to £7,548.67 with the Net Assets amounting to £2,952.62 after taking into account the ringfenced money of £82.05 for donations for Wendy Howard, £185 for May Open Raffle, Balance payments of £3,809 for the Picnic and £520 payments for the evening buffet on Captain`s Invitation Day.
CB had estimates for plaques for the tree for Wendy Howard. Agreed to obtain a brass plaque on a wooden base at a cost of £120.
Update on the tree: Martyn Durham is looking after it. The ground needs to be strimmed. Harold Howard will get stakes and work with Martyn to plant the tree.
	

	7. Competition Secretary’s Report
	1. Competitions:
I. Club Championships: The Club Championships have taken place over the weekend of 5th and 6th July with Semi Finals to be played Thursday 10th July and the Final Friday 11th July at 5pm.
II. The Handicap Shield Report: All of our matches have now been completed
and we are currently second in our group table however two other clubs still have matches to play. Several matches have been very close and some lost on the 18th but that’s golf! I would like to take this opportunity to thank Amelia, Anne, Eileen, Dianne, Gillian C, Jan, Judith, Kathy, Lesley, Louisa and Marion A for their valuable contributions and unstinting support as members of the team. Also thanks to those who have been on standby as reserves. It is unlikely that we will progress this year however hopes are high for next year as several players are rapidly improving and I hope, benefiting from the experience that they have gained this season. As they say, onwards and upwards! Thankyou Sue for managing the HC Team.
III. The Bronze Team have played 7 won 4 and lost 3. We have had 10 players involved in the games and welcome any new players who would like to experience match play. The final game is Dunscar 11/7 away. Thankyou Marion for your encouragement and support looking after the Bronze Team.
IV. The 125 trophy is a competition which all clubs within Lancashire are able to take part in. The format is 4bbb and it is a match play competition in which 5 pairs compete in against another club. So far we are in to the fourth round. In the first round we had a bye, the second round we played at home against Turton and in the third round we beat Westhoughton at home. We are looking forward to our next match against Lee Park away. Everyone is really enjoying this competition and it is a great format. We hope we are successful in the next round. Thankyou to Amelia who as Captain has done stirling work in managing and supporting the Team so far.
V. Bolton Championships Anne Oakes made the semifinals of the Seniors and Amelia made the semis of The Bolton Championships. Louisa Stirling won her semi final and was eventual runner up in the final. Great performance from Harwood.
VI. Bolton Championships Texas Scramble was won by a Team from Harwood.
VII.As we go into July, the next rounds of The Women’s singles, foursomes, and mixed knockouts are to be played.
2. Presentations:
Wed 11th June saw the second of our presentation evenings for this season with President of Women’s Section Prizes.
There was an 18 hole and a 9 hole Stableford Competition.
Overall Winner Susan Selby 103 33 70
Runner Up Gillian Crofts 98 26 72
Third place Elaine Smith 112 40 72
 Winner 9 Hole Stableford Marie Meakin 24 points.
Wed 30th June saw the third of our presentation evening with Mr Captains Prize
Winner Pat Doherty 111 45 66
Second Rita Towler 83 14 69
Third Sue Docherty 106 37 69
3. Other notes:
It has been necessary to contact a member who has not as yet acquired a full handicap despite playing for a considerable length of time. The member has not fully engaged with email correspondence. As this player is entering competitions it has been necessary to seek advice from England Golf and the member had been invited to a meeting with Comp Sec and Assistant Comp Sec on Monday 7th July, but another meeting is to be arranged. At this stage it is very much a supportive process to see how we may help this player develop her handicap.
EB questioned the authority of the competition secretary to make a decision to hold semifinals in the club championships when there is a very large disparity in the handicaps of the potential qualifiers, and concerns had been raised. She thought any decision should have been made by the whole committee. GC had followed the guidelines given to her and had been unaware that in similar circumstances in 2018 no semifinals had taken place. There was a wish to support the competition secretary, but as there had been so many difficult issues surrounding the championships, a meeting would be arranged to discuss all aspects of the championship, including the rule that all winners have to attend the presentation. 
	

















































KK

	8. Competition Accounts and Surplus
	HR has calculated that there is about £250 surplus at this stage in July, but much of this will be used to subsidise the board prizes and championships. The President’s competition will provide further income. It was agreed to give the following prizes for the championship: Winner £60; Runner-up £40; Semi-finalists £20 each; Nicholson £15; Round 1 and 2 prizes £10 each.
Another idea for any surplus is order of merit prize(s) for those who had not received any other prize.
	



	9. Report from Management
	· There is to be a Media Wall in the members’ room. 
· Complaints have been made by residents at the house near the 11th hole.
·  The 200 club has lost support and may be discontinued. 
· New score cards have arrived.
·  There is a delay with the delivery of Greens machines.
· The Gender and Fairness policy is on the agenda for the next meeting, but there may be little progress because England Golf are working on new advice following the High Court ruling.

	





	10. Picnic
	The organization is going smoothly. Two replacements have come forward so there is a full complement of players.
	

	11. Membership
	We have a new member: Rachael Paget, who has been in touch with KK.
	

	12. AOB
	Invitation Day: JA asked for volunteers to help organise the rooms on Tuesday 15th July from 5.00 p.m. Dawn will help with the raffle. Dale will do the scorecards and collect competition fees.
Sandwiches, tea and coffee  will be available in the members’ room for members and guests to enjoy in exchange for donations.
	

	13. Date of Next Meeting
	Monday 4th August at 7.00 p.m.

	










